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The following questions were asked during WorkCare’s weekly webinar series on Preventing and Managing 
COVID-19 in the Workplace – Week 44. This week we focused on current events and the continuing need to 
reduce work-related exposure risk. Anthony Harris, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H., WorkCare’s Chief Innovation Officer 
and Associate Medical Director - Onsite Clinical Operations, presented the webinar and provided these answers. 
If your question is not answered here, it was answered in a previous Q&A. 
 
Here are links for your reference:  

• January 13 Webinar Recording 

• Questions & Answers from the January 6 Webinar 
 

VACCINE 
Q: Once you have had COVID-19 or been vaccinated (both doses), are you still at risk of infecting others? Do 

employees who have had COVID or been vaccinated still need to wear masks and practice social distancing? 
Compliance may be more difficult in our workplaces with these groups. 

A: If you’ve recovered from COVID-19, we know that natural immunity prevents re-infection for about 90 
days. It could be a little longer than that, but 90 days is where we demarcate and require home quarantine 
in the event of close contact with an infected person. The extent of immunity afforded by the two vaccines 
with authorization for emergency use in the U.S. reportedly extends for at least four months. Whether 
immunity is natural or introduced, wearing a mask and social distancing is still prudent and best practice to 
help prevent the spread of disease. 

  
Q: Does WorkCare have a method (website) for recording when employees get the vaccine? 
A: A WorkCare web application for tracking and verifying vaccination of employees is currently in 

development. 
 
Q: Seems like we won't immunize all before another booster immunization is needed. Do you feel that is a 

true statement? 
A: Given the current pace of vaccinations, this scenario may indeed be the case that plays out in time. 
 
Q: Do you anticipate we will need annual booster shots for SARS-CoV-2 even before herd immunity is achieved 

or a different shot similar to annual flu vaccine is developed? 
A: Those who were first in line to receive the COVID-19 vaccine may require an additional vaccination before 

herd immunity is reached in the U.S. and globally. 
 
Q: I do not see Israel in the global vaccination metrics you presented. Why? 
A: On the Our World in Data chart that we shared during the webinar (Cumulative COVID-19 vaccination doses 

administered for 100 people), Israel was inadvertently not included for comparison to other countries that 
are typically listed. According to available data, Israel has reported the highest rate of vaccinations per 100 
people compared to any other country. 

 
PERSONAL PROTECTION 
Q: I have heard the six-feet distance rule, wearing masks, increasing ventilation, etc., are no match for the new 

strain of the coronavirus. Should we be moving back to separated/siloed work groups? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hB_OKehYauM
https://www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/WorkCare_COVID-19_Webinar-QA_010621.pdf
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&time=2020-12-20..latest&country=CHN~USA~RUS~MEX~DEU~GBR~FRA~BHR~ARE~IND~ITA~ISR&region=World&vaccinationsMetric=true&interval=total&perCapita=true&smoothing=0&pickerMetric=population&pickerSort=desc
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&time=2020-12-20..latest&country=CHN~USA~RUS~MEX~DEU~GBR~FRA~BHR~ARE~IND~ITA~ISR&region=World&vaccinationsMetric=true&interval=total&perCapita=true&smoothing=0&pickerMetric=population&pickerSort=desc


 
A: In terms of ventilation and social distancing, if employees are also wearing a mask, that is still sufficient 

protection, even with the new virus mutations. At this time, no substantial changes are recommended for 
those who are following best-practice precautions.  

 
TESTING 
Q: How many employees/samples do you recommend for pool testing? How do you maintain confidentiality if 

someone in the pool is positive? 
A:  It depends on your population size. For the assay that we are using, the maximum is 20-24 individuals in 

any given pool. This is predicated on the ability to detect viral components in a certain aliquot of samples. 
Also, to bend the cost curve as much as possible and get the number around $20 per test, 24 is the pool 
maximum that we recommend. Confidentiality is maintained by retesting everyone in the pool individually. 

 
CASE RATES 
Q: What percentage of the world’s population has been infected with COVID-19? What percentage do we 

expect (speculate) will have been infected by the time the pandemic can be declared to be over? 
A: As of Jan. 13, 2021, 92,111,432 cases have been reported globally. The world population is approximately 

7.8 billion. An end to the pandemic is a component of both natural immunity and acquired immunity. We 
are talking about 80 percent of the world’s population needing to have immunity to SARS-CoV-2.  

 
Q: How do you explain the success India appears to have in terms of lowering case and death rates? 
A: Authorities in India have extended domestic coronavirus disease prevention controls, including travel 

restrictions, through Jan. 31. The country increased the number of diagnostic tests being performed and 
has recently been promoting vaccination. It has identified containment zones, which are within .6 miles of a 
reported COVID-19 cluster of four or more cases. A zone may be extended by local authorities based on 
exposure risk factors. People must wear masks in public and practice social distancing. Large venues where 
people gather remain closed or are limited in capacity. Officials encourage vulnerable people to avoid non-
essential outdoor activity. However, compliance with restrictions and success rates vary widely by region. 
Refer to Our World in Data and  COVID19india.org. 

https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus/country/india?country=~IND
https://www.covid19india.org/

